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Animal Life Cycle Lesson 2
Laurie Graves


Target skills: Define the terms of chain including sun, primary consumer, secondary consumer and decomposer; classify animals by scientific group: mammal, reptile, bird, fish, amphibian, insects

Standards:

· TLW classify animals by scientific group

· TLW sequence life cycle of living things

· TLW identify the adaptations of plants and animals

· TLW illustrate a food chain

· TLW communicate the interdependency of food chains

Supplies: 
Pictoral representations of a variety of animals from each of the six groups
Characteristics of each on individual cards. (ex: mammal – gives live birth, fur or hair, produces milk for young)

Labels for each overall group. (mammal, reptile, bird, fish, amphibian, insect)

Lesson in steps:

1. Students will first explore the pictures and work in pairs to sort them.

2. Have a discussion about how the pictures are grouped and if there are changes to be made.

3. Introduce the individual characteristics for each animal group (ex: mammal – gives live birth, fur or hair, produces milk for young) Have students work in pairs again and try to add the characteristics to the animal pictures. Break for another discussion. Has there been change to the animal groups due to the characteristic labels?

4. Assign a group of students to one label of the six groups. They can put these with the group they feel fits. Have discussion again to determine if the animal groups and characteristics fit. If there are changes, try to lead discussion so students make the needed changes. 

5. Introduce the terms sun, primary consumer, secondary consumer and decomposer and apply these to the animal groups, tying in plants

The formative assessment will be the teacher observation of the discussion.

The summative assessment will be the district assessment for the animal life cycle. 

